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Looking to the future 
The energy of two merged parishes 
brought in record results from spring 
sales (above), and we look forward to 
the arrival of incumbent the Reverend 
Grace Pritchard Burson (at left).  
This and many other matters in the 
following pages. 



Prayer Care 
  Bill W.    Bob and Isobel
Carol    Elisabeth     Ginny    

Helen    Joan    Joyce
Ken    Laurel    Lil     Linda         
Margaret     Mary   Randy     
Scarlet     Victor John     

  Thomas    David
Leonard    Gordona    Josée    Robin

Anthony    Clara and Peter
Dinah     John and Doris
Penny    Tracy    Curie
John and family     Sara

June    Charlotte    John C
Blake Louis

If you or anyone you know would 
like a pastoral visit, please call the 

church office at 514-631-3601.

SERVICES 
8 a.m. worship is held in the chapel, and an 
altar from the 1924 Resurrection Church is 
used for the eucharist. Choral eucharist at 
10 a.m.  
Sunday, June 24: The Venerable Ralph 
Leavitt, summer liturgy, and a celebration of 
the 120th anniversary of St Mark’s Chapel. 
Sunday, July 1: The Ven Ralph Leavitt. 
Sunday, July 8: The Ven R Leavitt. 
Preacher, John Docherty, from RIVO. (See 
page 9.) 
Sunday, July 15: Lutheran Pastor Matthew 
Schulz. 
Sunday, July 22: The Ven R Leavitt’s last 
service. 
Sunday, July 29: Morning Prayer, led by 
Lay Readers Mark Weatherly and Robert 
McLachlan. 

A FRIENDLY VISIT CAN MEAN A LOT
Do you like people? If so, you might enjoy contacting those who can’t get out for various 
reasons. Here are some opportunities.
A group of parishioners goes to the Bayview Hospital, 27 Lakeshore Blvd, Pointe Claire, 
on the third Tuesday of every month at 1:30 pm, except July and August. The patients 
are taken to the sunny solarium on the main floor, where they take communion and sing 
hymns. The Reverend Ralph Leavitt conducts the service, and Gladys Randle is the 
organizer. This tradition started in 1992 with Canon Jeno Kohner at the Church of the 
Resurrection.
Bob Morrell continues to visit inmates at the Cowansville Correctional Facility. He also 
leads groups of parishioners to St Michael’s Mission from time to time, where they serve 
lunch to the clients.
Yvonne Wakeland, a pastoral visitor, keeps in touch with people who are not able to 
come regularly to church. She relies on you to let her know of anyone who would like a 
visit from her or a priest. If a regular churchgoer has not been in his or her accustomed 
pew for a few weeks, let her know, and she will give them a call. Gladys Randle and her 
colleagues prepare a monthly bulletin for shut-ins to keep them informed.



Pushing PRAM 

The Venerable Ralph Leavitt says farewell to the many friends 
he has made. 
I started as the Priest in Charge at the Church of the 
Resurrection on September 4, 2016. I had been told by Bishop 
Mary that this congregation had to find a new way forward. The 
path forward was wide open as there were many options to 
consider. I felt my first job was to get to know the people, and 
what a joy that has been. I discovered at the Resurrection a 
faithful body of disciples who were engaged and ready to face 
the future, unknown as it was.  

As the parish considered various options, there were also West Island Consultations, 
meetings among all the churches, that presented even more options. It was exciting to 
think of them, yet difficult to know which was the best way forward. In hindsight, all this 
changed when the Corporation of the Resurrection received a letter in March 2017 from 
St. Andrew and St. Mark in Dorval asking if we would consider talking together about the 
future. This option was met with unanimous approval, and away we went. 
Thus begun a whirlwind of many, many meetings. The wardens met, then the 
corporations, then the Conversation Committee, the Way Forward Committee, the 
special vestry meeting, and the working groups of the Way Forward Committee. And we 
shared in joint worship services together.  
In short, we came to know and appreciate each other and decided to merge our 
congregations. This happened on Easter Day 2018, when Bishop Mary came to 
celebrate the beginning of the Parish of the Resurrection, St. Andrew and St. Mark, 
lovingly called PRAM. As one parishioner said to me, “It’s your job to push the PRAM for 
a while.”  
I want to say a special thanks to the wardens of both churches, who have worked so 
hard and faithfully throughout this long process. Merci!  
I give thanks to God for the time spent with all of you. It was very special for me to come 
back to Dorval, where I had worshipped as a budding seminarian in 1992-93. It is 
exciting to see the signs of two parishes becoming one, and developing into a strong 
parish in “West Island East.” I was thrilled when it was announced that the Reverend 
Grace Burson was to be your next incumbent. By the grace of God, you are all ready to 
go forward together into an exciting future.  
My last service with you will be on July 22. Thank you for the privilege and pleasure of 
being your interim priest. May God continue to bless you.  

Ralph+  
   



The gift of Grace
We are pleased to welcome the Reverend Grace Pritchard Burson as our new priest. She will 
officially start her duties on August 1, and will live with her 10-year-old son, Peter, in an 
apartment in Lachine. Born and raised in New Haven, Connecticut, she holds degrees from 
Williams College and Yale University, and previously served two Episcopal congregations and 
one Lutheran parish in New Hampshire. We got acquainted with the Rev. Burson by email. 
“I grew up as the Sunday School lady's daughter; my mother not only ran the children's 
programs at our local parish, but was and is a writer and illustrator of children's church 
materials (http://www.the-sunday-paper.com/). So when I was a kid, if we weren't at school or 
at home, we were probably at church! 
“In my teens and early twenties, I was somewhat resistant to the idea that I might be called to 
the ministry, but the Holy Spirit wouldn't leave me alone, and I began the formal ordination 
process in my third year of seminary. My call to the ministry is rooted in the priestly functions 
of preaching and the sacraments; from these central elements flow all the rest of the life of a 
Christian community.
“I was ordained deacon in June of 2008, in Connecticut, the diocese where I went through the 
ordination process. In September, we moved to New Hampshire, where I served as curate of 
Grace Episcopal Church in Manchester, the largest city in the state (and one with a significant 
French-Canadian history and cultural presence) for three years. 
“From October of 2011 to October of 2015 I was rector of the Church of the Holy Spirit in 
Plymouth, NH, about an hour north of Manchester, a small town near the White Mountains 
which is also the home of Plymouth State University. Finally, I served for two years as 
Associate Transitional Pastor (an assistant interim, essentially) at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Newington, NH, on the Atlantic seacoast. I sincerely hope to stay put for longer this time 
around!”
Rev. Burson lived in England and Germany, as a student. “I spent my junior year of college 
(1998-99) in Oxford, England, on an exchange program, where I wore an academic gown 
while riding around town on a bicycle, sang in the Bach Choir and the Corpus Christi College 
chapel choir, went punting, beat the bounds* on Ascension Day with the University Church, 
and generally behaved like an insufferable Anglophile. 
“Then, in 2005-06, my then-husband and I moved to Konstanz, Germany, for a year, so he 
could complete the research for his dissertation on the social and economic history of the 
region in the late Middle Ages. I knew very little German when I arrived, but I learned enough 
that it's now a challenge for me to access my high school French because the German 
vocabulary and grammar often pop up first, but I'm sure that will change.”
Rev. Burson wrote frankly in 2012 about her marriage on a website called Young Clergy 
Women International. She and her husband had married very young, and grew apart. “I had 
done my grieving during those grinding months of trying to salvage the marriage, and when 
the end came I felt as light as air,” she wrote.
*Beating the bounds: an ancient English practice of walking around the perimeter of the parish 
once a year. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beating_the_bounds 
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Asked for her reaction to the vigorous sermon by Episcopal Archbishop Michael Curry at 
the recent royal wedding, Rev. Burson said, “Those of us who already knew him were not 
at all surprised by the sermon (except that he actually managed to keep it to under 15 
minutes), but very excited and gratified by the amount of attention it received, and 
delighted at this opportunity to bring the world's attention to the reality of a church that tries 
its best not only to preach God's unconditional love, but to live it.” She is seen above in a 
photo with Archbishop Curry.
Young Peter will keep her company in facing her new challenges. “When we visited to look 
for an apartment, he was very curious about the river and interested in finding ways to get 
out on it, so we may be doing some boating. The apartment we found is just a few blocks 
away, which is great. Peter is a bit apprehensive about learning French, but I'm sure he'll 
adjust once it's part of his daily life.
“I know there's going to be a steep learning curve, being in a new country and a different 
province of the Anglican Communion. There will be a lot of things about daily life that aren't 
what I've been used to. I hope I can remember to stay open-minded about everything that 
will be different.”
 Welcome, Grace and Peter, as you enter this new chapter of your lives. You meet us at 
our own time of transition and adjustment, and with God’s help we will rise to meet your 
expectations. 

Barbara Black Peden



MEET YOUR WARDENS

Helen Haslam,  
Warden 

Helen Haslam 
was a member of 
the Parish of St 
Andrew and St 
Mark for about 15 
years, coming 
from St James the 
Apostle. She is a 
lifelong chorister 

and opera buff with a background in 
project management and corporate 
planning. She helped to set up Living 
Stones and the Quebec Religious 
Heritage Foundation, and has held a 
number of diocesan and parish positions. 
Helen lives in Hudson, where she tries to 
find time to garden and quilt.

Maureen MacLeod Shields, 
Deputy Warden 

When Maureen starting 
attending St Mark’s with 
her husband, Mervyn, 
about 12 years ago, they 
knew many in the 
congregation through 
golfing, curling and 
bridge. She prepares the 
duty roster, and was until 
recently Deputy People’s 
Warden of St Andrew’s and 
St Mark’s. Maureen and Merv have two sons 
and six grandchildren. 

Gladys Randle, 
Deputy Warden 

Gladys will receive 
the Bishop’s Medal 
this year for her 
lifelong commitment 
to the Church of the 
Resurrection, Valois. 
She has prepared 
countless dinners, 
belonged to many 
parish associations and helped administer 
their affairs. Last year Gladys celebrated 40 
years of coordinating Christmas bazaars 
and fundraisers.

Nancy Longworth Hamilton,  
Warden 
Nancy grew up in Church of 
the Resurrection and after 
leaving for a few years 
rejoined COTR with her 
husband 32 years ago.  She 
was the Parish 
Administrator at COTR for 
nine years before leaving to 
pursue full-time 
employment.  
Although Nancy has been a 

long-time member of COTR she was baptized 
at St. Mark’s. Over the years she has been 
active at the diocesan level but is now 
prioritizing our new parish of PRAM.  She looks 
forward to seeing what we will become as we 
grow and develop as a new congregation.

The Corporation, which makes decisions for the parish, comprises the rector, the wardens 
and the treasurer. There are also deputy wardens for consultation and to broaden the 
representation of the parish.  
Parish wardens are usually elected at an annual vestry meeting. However, this being a 
transitional year, the Diocese of Montreal suggested that one warden and two deputy 
wardens be chosen from each of the merging parishes. They will hold office until the vestry 
in February 2019. 



Trevor Smith, Treasurer 
Trevor and Carol Smith joined the Parish of St. Andrew & St. Mark in 
1976. In the earlier years, Trevor served on the building committee and 
prepared the schedule of readers, intercessors and lay assistants. He 
later served as a sidesperson, lay assistant and collection counter. It 
was in 2005, when Trevor retired as athletic director at Lower Canada 
College and Carol from the Pointe Claire Library, that their involvement 
at 865 Lakeshore Drive increased. Trevor has served as a warden, a 
reader, lay assistant, coordinator of counters, and became parish 

treasurer when Linda Smith retired. He has coordinated the semi-annual garage sales and 
done his best to find solutions when building problems occur. Major projects included the 
basement floor and the replacement of the sewage pipes.

Laura Hill,  
Deputy Warden 

Laura and her 
husband joined 
the Church of the 
Resurrection 32 
years ago. “The 
warm welcome 
and friendships 
with other young 
families 
encouraged me to 
stay.” She enjoyed 
working on theme 
dinners, Christmas bazaars and many 
administrative tasks. Laura also enjoys singing in 
the choir. She even took “a leap of faith” and 
tried liturgical dance, and found it a moving 
experience.   

George Sklivas, CLU,CFP,CHFP  
Deputy Warden 

George is a lifelong 
Anglican who has 
served as a people’s 
warden and on 
committees elsewhere 
in the Diocese. He 
joined the Parish of St 
Andrew and St Mark in 
1987.  
George counts the 
Sunday collection, and 
has sung in the choir. 
He recently served on the parish search 
committee. He is a financial advisor. A widower 
who recently remarried, George shares six 
children, 11 grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.

THE FINANCIAL PICTURE 
Treasurer and Garage Sale coordinator Trevor Smith reports: 
The Garage Sale raised $4,225 after expenses. This was our best sale on record. 
Gladys Randle coordinated two yard sales at the Church of the Resurrection that 
raised $2,150.
The theme dinner, La Festival de la Construction, raised $500 for PRAM and $922 for 
Dans la rue, which gives support to young people living on the street.
PRAM has a healthy cash balance. We are gradually consolidating our financial 
assets under the PRAM name.
Stacey Neale has agreed to serve as interim Envelope Secretary until a permanent 
replacement can be found. Anyone interested in this role is asked to speak with Nancy 
Hamilton, Helen Haslam or Trevor Smith.



Successful sales 
Trevor Smith reports that the sale held May 
26 in Dorval was highly successful despite 
spring showers, raising a record $4,225, and 
Gladys Randle coordinated two sales in 
Valois that raised $2,150.

And dinner among the 
orange cones 

At lower left, Simon Hartropp and 
Karen Purcell confer at the Festival 
de la Construction, a dinner spoofing 
Montreal’s endless road works.  
Theme dinners were a lively tradition 
at the Church of the Resurrection, in 
Valois. This one was held April 14 at 
St Mark’s and was a lot of fun.  
It raised $1,422, of which $922 was 
given to Dans la rue for the support 
of street kids and $500 to PRAM.  
Thanks to all the hard hats who put 
in overtime to make sure we enjoyed 
a laugh and good fellowship that 
night.



Bishop’s Medal for Gladys Randle 
We are delighted to report that at Diocesan 
Synod it was announced that Gladys 
Randle will be awarded the Bishop’s Medal 
for her extraordinary years of service at the 
Church of the Resurrection, in Valois, 
Pointe Claire.  
Her award was made on the basis of a 
loving letter to the Bishop from several of 
her admirers, and we will have more to say 
about her when the medal itself is 
presented in the autumn. 

Floor-level altar moves to chapel 
Gladys was confirmed and married at this 
altar. It was recently moved from the 
Church of the Resurrection to St. Mark’s 
Chapel. 
Other items that have been moved include 
two clergy chairs, also for the chapel; a 
freezer and a fridge; chairs and tables; and 
an office safe and furniture. 
The chapel itself will be celebrated on 
Sunday, June 24, as it will be 120 years old.  
It was built in 1898 by a group of 
vacationing Montrealers, including Harry 
Molson, who died on the Titanic. His 
portrait, by George Horne Russell, RCA, 
hangs near the entrance to the chapel. 

Diocesan Synod, June 14-16 
Penny and Raymond Noël were the 
delegates from St. Andrew's and St. Mark’s 
to diocesan synod and Mark Weatherley 
was the representative from the Church of 
the Resurrection. The two parishes were 
separate at the time of each vestry meeting. 
Next year PRAM will be eligible to send two 
representatives. 

It was a conference synod, focusing on 
truth and reconciliation efforts toward 
indigenous people.  

Speaker on refugee issues
On July 8 we will welcome John Docherty, 
coordinator of RIVO, a non-profit agency 
that helps newcomers and others 
traumatized by organized violence, such as 
war. RIVO received $10,000 from the 
Parish of St. Matthias, Westmount, and 
$10,000 from St. Andrew and St. Mark, as 
part of our outreach to refugees. 

Meditatio in the summer 
Stacey Neale, who originated this mid-week 
meditation session, has resumed Meditation 
for the summer. Gather in the chapel on 
Tuesday evenings at 7 to pray, listen to a 
spiritual reflection, and meditate for 20 
minutes.  

Coming events 
We can look forward to many opportunities 
to get together in the coming months, 
thanks to the activities of a lively Fellowship 
Committee. 
These include a Come-Back Sunday corn 
roast in September, a roast beef dinner in 
October, a Christmas Bazaar on November 
16 and 17 and a festival of lessons and 
carols in December.

NEWS



Man-sized breakfast

Simon Hartropp organizes periodic 
Saturday breakfasts with the men of the 
parish. The one held on June 9 was highly 
successful. It was attended by 12, and eight 
more were sufficiently interested to express 
their regrets. There is a photo by Trevor 
Smith of the whole group on the next page.
We will let you know when the next one is 
planned, probably in September.

Book Club 
The Book Club will close its year with a 
dinner at the home of Pamela Manning on 
June 20, but will start again in September. 
The book is The Rosie Project.
Most of the members are parishioners, and 
most of the books they read are light fiction. 
They meet in one another’s homes every 
month. New members are welcome, so if 
you are interested, contact Barbara Peden, 
barbaruss@sympatico.ca. 

Bible Study  
The Wednesday Bible Study Group would 
like to say a big thank-you to Chris Haslam 
for his leadership over the past six months. 
Chris, your biblical scholarship was much 
appreciated, and everyone learned a lot. 
May God continue to bless you in this 
ministry. 

Thanks, Russ 
On behalf of the parish of the Resurrection, 
St Andrew and St Mark, the Corporation 
would like to thank Russell Peden for his 
dedicated service as acting parish 
concierge for special rental groups dates 
over the years. He recently announced his 
retirement.  
Russell was always very accommodating in 
making himself available to open up and 
close up the church for our special guests 
for many years during the day or evening. 
We are very grateful for his friendly service 
to our parish. 

In memoriam
We note the death of Audrey Morell, who 
was on our prayer list. She passed away 
peacefully in Perth Hospital on April 26 at 
age 93. 
Our sympathies are extended to her son, 
Bob Morell, Camille Isaacs Morell, and the 
extended family. 

Good Scout 

Eric Klempan received his Religion in Life 
badge on June 10 from Scoutmaster Simon 
Hartropp. Eric is also a crucifer. Bravo!

NEWS
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The lighter side of business travel, Part II
Raymond Noël is still taking trips to unfamiliar parts of the world and managing to keep his 
sense of humour. Here are some recent examples, as he sends us an email from Africa.

“I flew from Hargeisa (in 
Somaliland; they claim to be an 
independent country but the 
federal government of Somalia 
claims that it is part of Somalia. 
Does this remind you of Quebec?) 
to Mogadishu, the capital. 
When we disembarked we had to 
go through customs and pay our 
entry visa. However, we could not 
find our checked luggage. When 
we inquired, we found out that the 
luggage was at the domestic 
terminal.  For passengers, it is an 

international arrival, but for luggage 
it is a domestic trip. Go figure.”
The state does its best to accommodate business travellers. “In Mogadishu, I am staying at 
the Chelsea Village and my room number is #3 Oxford Street. Other rooms are located on 
Harley, Bond, Saville Row, etc. All these rooms are regular shipping containers stacked two 
high and four in a row (rooms on Oxford Street go from #1 to #8 one one side and #9 to #16 
on the other side of the street). They are well appointed and air-conditioned but the 
bathroom is very small and the one small window is blacked out to keep the strong sun 
out.” You can see the street signs on the containers in Raymond’s photo, above.
And the Somalians are generous to travellers who have other customs. “Somalia is a 
strongly Muslim state but the Chelsea is part of the airport complex that is separated from 
the rest of Mogadishu with well-protected fences and barriers. In this milieu, I had delicious 
pork ribs served by the village cafeteria, accompanied by a bottle of red wine purchased 
legally from their canteen. As you know, both pork and alcohol are haram (forbidden).”

Men’s Breakfast, June 9



The Anglican Parish of  
the Resurrection,  

St Andrew & St Mark
865 Lakeshore Drive Dorval, 

QC H9S 2C7   
(514) 631-3601 

office.pramchurch@gmail.com 

http://www.pramchurch.org/ 

The Facebook page for the new 
parish is Parish of the 
Resurrection St Andrew and St 
Mark. Like and share!

Priest in Charge  
The Venerable Ralph Leavitt

Lay Readers  
Simon Hartropp  
Bob McLachlan  

Yvonne Wakeland  
Mark Weatherley

Wardens
See pages 6 and 7 of this 

issue.
Organist and  

Director of Music
Rafael DeCastro  

514-631-6262  
rdecastro201@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator
Jennifer Gibb  

saintmarks@bellnet.ca  
514-631-3601

Summer Office Hours: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays,  

12 - 3 pm 

The next parish newsletter will be published in September.
Barbara Peden, editor, 514-631-5281, 
barbaruss@sympatico.ca.

WHAT’S ON 
Parish Meeting: The next one will be held Sunday, July 
8, after the 10 o’clock service. All are welcome! 
Choir practice: Suspended until the fall, but if you are 
interested in joining, please contact Rafael DeCastro, 
whose coordinates are in the column on the right. 
Meditatio: Enriching mid-week summer meditation 
session. Gather in the chapel on Tuesday evenings at 7 
pm to pray, listen to a spiritual reflection, and meditate for 
20 minutes. Stacey Neale is the leader.  
Messy Church: Three meetings are scheduled next fall, 
all on Fridays from 5:30 to 7:30 pm: Sept 7, Nov 2, and 
Jan 11, 2019. This is a form of church for children and 
adults that involves creativity, celebration and hospitality, 
and includes supper. Rosanne Harrison is the leader. She 
can be reached at messychurch.pram@gmail.com  

After 10 o’clock worship on 
June 17 parishioners enjoyed 
a barbecue on the lawn. It 
was a chance to celebrate the 
work done over many months 
for an effective merger. 

mailto:messychurch.pram@gmail.com
mailto:messychurch.pram@gmail.com
mailto:office.pramchurch@gmail.com
http://www.pramchurch.org/
mailto:rdecastro201@gmail.com
mailto:saintmarks@bellnet.ca
mailto:office.pramchurch@gmail.com
http://www.pramchurch.org/
mailto:rdecastro201@gmail.com
mailto:saintmarks@bellnet.ca

