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To all who are young and need counsel; to all who are grateful and want to pray; to all who are 

strong and want a task; to all who are fearful and are looking for a home; to all who are weary and 

need a rest; to all who are lonely and want companionship; to all who mourn and need comfort; to 

all who are joyous and want to give thanks; to all who are sinful and need a Saviour; this church 

opens wide its doors and, in the name of Christ our Lord, says:  Welcome! 
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"The Earth is the Lord´s and all that is in it; the world and all who dwell therein."  

- Psalm 24:1 

We acknowledge the lands upon which we worship as the ancestral, cultural, traditional 

and unceded lands of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples from time 

immemorial.  We seek to respect their histories and ways of knowing.  May God our 

Creator guide us in wisdom, justice and love. 

 

The Gathering of the Community  
Please stand as you are able.  

 

Prelude                         “In dulci jubilo”      J. S. Bach/Ley        

 

Processional Hymn:  100, “Comfort, comfort ye, my people” 
  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Reader 1: With peace in our hearts, we kindle the second candle of Advent. 

(With the first candle already burning, the second candle is lit.) 

  

Reader 2: God who brings the exiles home, we long for you to raise us up and 

clothe us with righteousness and splendour.  

  

Reader 1: We pray for those who suffer from oppression and injustice, and for 

those who wander far from home, and for those for whom peace of mind and 

heart are a distant dream in this Advent season.  Be present to them and show 

them your mercy. 

  

Reader 2: Glorious God, we yearn for you to come among us as the rising sun, 

brightening the east with the light of glory.  Make the path straight before us that 

your people may walk in peace. 
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People:  Give thanks to the Prince of Peace, for God is good; God’s steadfast 

love endures forever. 

 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Almighty God,  

All   to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Kyrie eleison:  #705 in Common Praise  Franz Schubert, Deutsche Messe  

 

The Collect of the Day  

 

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to 

welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, 

to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come again to be 

our judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  
The Readings  

 

Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Baruch   5:1-9 
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Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for 

ever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that 

comes from God;  put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;  

for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. For God will give 

you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory”.  Arise, O Jerusalem, 

stand upon the height; look towards the east, and see your children gathered 

from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has 

remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their 

enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal 

throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills 

be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may 

walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded 

Israel at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his 

glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 19 The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1.68–79) 

Please remain seated. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *   

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, *  

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  

that he would save us from our enemies, *    

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *   

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
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to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

Free to worship him without fear, *   

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Reader  A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians   1:3-11 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 

first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for 

me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 

of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all 

of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 

determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Sequence Anthem:  And You, Child                    C. Grocholski      
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Text:  see final four verses of the canticle “Song of Zechariah,” above. 

Please stand as you are able for the Gospel.  

 

Reader  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 

the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 

high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 

the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon                                                                                The Reverend Grace Burson 

A silence for reflection may follow. When the Creed is introduced, please stand as you are 

able. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  
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Celebrant  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Confession and Absolution  

 

Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Silence is kept.  

 

Celebrant  Most merciful God,  

All   we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your 

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
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Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen.  

 

The Peace  

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist  
 

Offertory Sentence:  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. All 

flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 

Offertory Hymn:   106, “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying” 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts  

 

Celebrant God our strength, we are nothing without you. Receive all we offer 

you this day as you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 3   

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
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People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give 

you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time 

came among us in our flesh, and opened to us the way of salvation.  Now we 

watch for the day when he will come again in power and great triumph to judge 

the world, that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your name. 

 

Sanctus:  #735 in Common Praise           Franz Schubert, Deutsche Messe  

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God … 

 

The Eucharistic prayer continues on page 198 of the green Book of Alternative Services. 

 

Celebrant  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

People we remember his death; we proclaim his resurrection; we await 

his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving … 

 

… all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

You are invited to say the Lord’s 

Prayer in the language of your 

choice. 

 

Vous êtes invités à dire la prière du 

Seigneur dans la langue de votre choix. 

 

 

Notre Père qui es aux cieux, que ton 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed 

be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time 

of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

nom soit sanctifié, que ton règne 

vienne, que ta volonté soit faite sur 

la terre comme au ciel. Donne-nous 

aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 

Pardonne-nous nos offenses, comme 

nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui 

nous ont offensés. Et ne nous 

soumets pas à la tentation, mais 

délivre-nous du mal. Car c’est à toi   

qu’appartiennent le règne, la 

puissance et la gloire, pour les siècles 

des siècles. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Celebrant  God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

People Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Agnus dei:  #747 in Common Praise  Franz Schubert, Deutsche Messe  

 

Everyone seeking God is invited to come forward to receive communion.  If you do 

not wish to receive communion, please come forward and receive a blessing, 

indicating this by closing your hands and bowing your head.   

 

Toute personne à la recherche de Dieu est invitée à participer à la communion. 

Pour recevoir une bénédiction au lieu de la communion, présentez-vous les mains 

fermées et la tête baissée. 
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Communion Hymn: 94, “Wait for the Lord” 

                   

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

Celebrant      Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly 

banquet. Help us always to hear the prophet’s call to turn our hearts to you; 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  

All                   Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Glory to God, 

All   whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Recessional Hymn: 108, “Hark, a herald voice is sounding” 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude: “Ou s’en vont ces gais bergers?”     J.-F. Dandrieu 
 

 
 


