
Blessing of a Home at Epiphany 
 

The essential parts are in bold faced type.  Everything else is optional. 
 

Those who are to bless the house gather around the main doorway with the blessed chalk.  A hymn or carol 
may be sung. 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Leader  Let us pray. 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who 
know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

An Epiphany gospel (Matthew 2:1-12 or John 1:1-14) may be read. 
 

Take the blessed chalk and mark on the lintel of your front door:  
 

20 + C + M + B + 19  
 

saying: 
 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, followed the star of God’s Son who became 
human, two thousand and nineteen years ago.  May Christ bless our home and remain with us 
throughout the new year. Amen. 
 

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence.  May all who come to our home this 
year rejoice to find Christ living among us; and may we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that same 
Jesus who is your incarnate Word.  May we grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you. Guide, 
comfort, and strengthen us; and preserve us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
Explanatory Notes 
 
The initials C M B above the door also stand for Christus Mansionem Benedicat: Latin for “May Christ Bless 
this House.” 
 

It is in the home that the first experience of love occurs; it is there that love is nurtured and grows to maturity. 
The Christian home is also the ground for much of people’s spiritual growth. The ministry of Jesus occurs in 
many different homes. Therefore, to hallow the home as an environment for nurture and renewal, is a deeply 
felt need by many Christian households. The blessing of a home encourages Christians to dedicate their life at 
home to God and to others.    (From A New Zealand Prayer Book, page 762) 
 

A part of church history is the custom of blessing homes at the New Year. A family would hold a short 
service of prayer to ask God’s blessing on their dwellings and on all who live, work with and visit them. In 
this way, we invite Jesus to be a “guest” in our home, a listener to each conversation, a guide for troubled 
times, and a blessing in times of thanksgiving.  
 
“Chalking the door” or the doorstep may be used as a way to celebrate and literally “mark” the occasion. 
In the Old Testament, the Israelites were told to mark their doors with the blood of the lamb on the night 
of the Passover to ensure that the angel of death would pass them by.  
 



Deuteronomy 6:9 says that we shall “write [the words of God] on your heart; and you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, … and you shall write them 
on the door posts of your house and on your gates.”  
 
Chalk is made of the substance of the earth and is used by teachers to instruct and by children to play. As 
the image of the chalk fades, we will remember the sign we have made and transfer it to our hearts and 
our habits. 

 

Blessing of chalk 

Let us pray. 

Silent prayer 

Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to your 

people; and grant that through the invocation of your most Holy Name, all those 

who with it write the names of your saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may 

receive health of body and protection of soul for all who dwell in the homes where 

this chalk is used.  We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

Amen. 

 

 


