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Animals are a vital part of the creation of which human beings 

have been given stewardship. They provide us with 

companionship, and in some cases assist in independent daily 

living. The rite which follows is intended for use when it is desired 

to give thanks and to pray for God’s blessing on pets and other 

domestic animals. We are glad you and your pets are with us 

today! 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings  

 

Leader: We thank you, God,  for the gift of life: for the

 beauty and wonder of creation, and for our own 

 life which comes from you.  

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Leader: We thank you for the richness of animal life:

 for fish and birds, insects, reptiles, and mammals. 

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Leader: We thank you for the animals who give us

 faithful companionship, joy when we are happy and  

comfort when we are sad.  

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Leader: We thank you for calling us to care for these

 animals. May we learn love and respect for all living

 things.  

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

 

Priest:  Blessed are you, living, loving God. All 

creation praises you, yet you have given the earth 

into our hands. You made animals as our 

companions, that in caring for them we might learn to 

love and care for all your creatures, and find in them 



a sign of your grace. As we fulfil this calling, may we 

draw close to you, the giver of all life, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 

 

If you would like your pet, or a picture of or object representing 

your pet, to be blessed at this time, please tell the priest your pet’s 

name as she approaches you. 

 

Priest:  Loving God, creator of all things and giver of 

life, let your blessing be upon all these animals. May our 

care for them be an example of your bountiful mercy; and 

when we experience their unconditional love, may we thus 

be granted a glimpse of your love for us.  Grant the animals 

health and peace. Strengthen us to love and care for them 

well. 

All:  We will care for creation. 

We will nurture our animals. 

We will strive to live on earth in unity and peace. 

 

Leader:  The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 

the world and all that dwells therein. 

All:   We live in God’s world; we are not alone.  We 

share this life with the heavens and the earth, with the 

waters and the land, with trees and grasses, with fish, 

birds, and animals, with creatures of every form, and with 

all our brothers and sisters. 

Leader:  God saw all that God had made,  

All:  and behold, it was very good. 
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Rev’d Grace Pritchard Burson, Incumbent 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, 

grant your people grace to renounce 

gladly the vanities of this world; 

that, following the way of blessed 

Francis, we may for love of you 

delight in your whole creation with 

perfection of joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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