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To all who are young and need counsel; to all who are grateful and want to pray; to all who are 

strong and want a task; to all who are fearful and are looking for a home; to all who are weary and 

need a rest; to all who are lonely and want companionship; to all who mourn and need comfort; to 

all who are joyous and want to give thanks; to all who are sinful and need a Saviour; this church 

opens wide its doors and, in the name of Christ our Lord, says:  Welcome! 

—  St. James’ Episcopal Church, Groveland, Massachusetts 
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The Rev’d Grace Pritchard Burson, Incumbent 
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"The Earth is the Lord´s and all that is in it; the world and all who dwell therein."  

- Psalm 24:1 

 

We acknowledge the lands upon which we worship as the ancestral, cultural, and 

traditional lands of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples from time 

immemorial.  We seek to respect their histories and ways of knowing.  May God our 

Creator guide us in wisdom, justice and love. 

 

 

The Gathering of the Community  

 

Prelude: Meditation on “Be thou my vision”     R. Lau 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

Processional Hymn: #7, “New every morning is the love” 

 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God,  

All   to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria:  W. Mathias (see insert) 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God our defender, storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 

people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us 
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all from unbelief; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever. 

All  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  

The Readings  

 

Reader   A reading from the First Book of Kings                          19:1-4, 8-15a 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets 

with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the 

gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of 

them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, 

and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he 

himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under 

a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, 

take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down 

under the broom tree and fell asleep.  Suddenly an angel touched him and said 

to him, “Get up and eat.” He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on 

hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again.  The angel 

of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, 

otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” He got up, and ate and drank; 

then he went in the strength of that food for forty days and forty nights to Horeb 

the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 

for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my 

life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before 

the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so 
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strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 

the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, 

but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 

the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 

God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your 

way to the wilderness of Damascus.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Gradual Psalm: #540 in Common Praise, “Just as the deer” 

 

Reader     A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians           3:23-29 

 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 

faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 

came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are 

no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 

or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 

according to the promise.                                                                                  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence Hymn: #36, “Now there is no male or female”    

   

Gospel Acclamation:  “Halle, halle, halle” (Jamaican Hallelujah) 
 

Reader  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As 

he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long 

time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the 

tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his 

voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 

you, do not torment me”—for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come 

out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and 

bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 

the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 

“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order 

them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine 

was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave 

them permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, 

and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When 

the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and 

in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they 

came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at 

the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who 

had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 

Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 

and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might 

be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare 
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how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the 

city how much Jesus had done for him. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The Sermon                                          The Reverend Grace Pritchard Burson 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

 

Celebrant  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Confession and Absolution  

Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Silence is kept.  
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Celebrant  Most merciful God,  

All   we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your 

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen. 

  

The Peace  

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist  

 

Offertory Hymn: #599, “Awake! Awake! Fling off the night” 

 

Offertory Sentence:  

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them and they follow me. 

                                                                                                                              John 10.27 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts  

 

Celebrant: Eternal God, you have made our Saviour Jesus Christ the head of 

all creation. Receive all we offer you this day and renew us in his risen life, in the 

name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 4  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Celebrant  It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, sustainer 

of the universe: you are worthy of glory and praise.  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Celebrant  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile 

earth, our island home; by your will they were created and have their being.  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Celebrant  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; you made us the stewards of creation.  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Celebrant  But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn against 

one another. Again and again you call us to return. Through the prophets and 

sages you reveal your righteous law. In the fullness of time you sent your Son, 

born of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was wounded for our transgressions, 

and bruised for our iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way of freedom 

and peace.  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with those in every generation who have 

looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 

hymn:  

 

Sanctus:  W. Mathias (see insert) 
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Celebrant  Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 

who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said 

the blessing, broke the bread, gave it to his friends, and said, “Take this, and eat 

it: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.”  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we 

proclaim his resurrection and ascension, and we look with expectation for his 

coming as Lord of all the nations. We who have been redeemed by him, and 

made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring you these gifts. Send your 

Holy Spirit upon us and upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat and 

drink at this holy table may share the divine life of Christ our Lord.  

People  Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Celebrant  Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new 

creation. Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth into your 

kingdom, where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all your people, of 

every language, race, and nation, may share the banquet you have promised; 

through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all honour and glory are yours, creator 

of all.  

People Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

You are invited to say the Lord’s 

Prayer in the language of your choice 

 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Vous êtes invités à dire la prière du 

Seigneur dans la langue de votre choix. 

 

Et maintenant, comme nous l’avons 

appris du Sauveur, nous osons dire, 

Notre Père qui es aux cieux, 

que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
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hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

que ton règne vienne, que ta 

volonté soit faite sur la terre 

comme au ciel. Donne-nous 

aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 

Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 

comme nous pardonnons aussi à 

ceux qui nous ont offensés. Et ne 

nous soumets pas à la tentation, 

mais délivre-nous du mal. Car 

c’est à toi  qu’appartiennent le 

règne, la puissance et la gloire, 

pour les siècles des siècles. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant “I am the bread which has come down from heaven,” says the 

Lord.  

All  Give us this bread for ever. 

Celebrant “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

All  May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Agnus dei:  W. Mathias (see insert) 
 

Everyone seeking God is invited to come forward to receive communion.  If you do 

not wish to receive communion, please come forward and receive a blessing, 

indicating this by closing your hands and bowing your head.   

 

Toute personne à la recherche de Dieu est invitée à participer à la communion. 

Pour recevoir une bénédiction au lieu de la communion, présentez-vous les mains 

fermées et la tête baissée. 
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Communion Hymn:  #585, “Lord, whose love in humble service” 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant  Almighty God, guide and protect your people who share in this 

sacred mystery, and keep us always in your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Glory to God, 

All   whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Recessional Hymn: #309, “Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet” 

 

Dismissal 

 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God.   

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude: “Exultemus”      N. Rawsthorne 
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